
4th & 7th
GRADEpublic, private,homeschool students

Essay question:  “What history in your community is worth saving?”
 One grand prize winner from each grade level will receive a cash prize of $500, and a Texas flag that has flown over the 

Texas State Capitol. All finalists, five total for each grade, will receive a $100 prize, a Save Texas History backpack, a 

Texas flag that was raised over the northern-most point of the Republic of Texas in present-day Wyoming, a historic map 

reproduction, and a Certificate of Achievement signed by Commissioner Bush.

All entries must be received by midnight, December 6, 2019



ELIGIBILITY:

All public, private and home-schooled students of appropriate age for fourth and seventh grades may participate.

GUIDELINES:

The student should address the question, "What history in your community is worth saving?" The student's name should not 
appear on any portion of the essay. The submission should be stapled to the signed contest entry form. Electronic and paper 
submissions are acceptable.

What history in your community is worth saving?
Each of us can point to something in our neighborhood, town, or city that's worth saving, whether it's a building, a business, 

an organization, a public space, or a cultural event. Every community in Texas is unique and has its own history, including yours! 

INCLUDE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AUTHORS, PUBLICATION TITLES AND DATES FOR ALL SOURCES USED. FOR ONLINE SOURCES, LIST THE FULL URL OF EACH PAGE USED.

40%
30%

15%
15%

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

Creativity: Is the story told in a compelling way? 
Informative: Is the essay factual and interesting?
Grammar/ Spelling
Organization/ Neatness

EVALUATION:

Essays will be evaluated by experienced educators 
and graded based on 4th and 7th grade skill and 
knowledge levels.

Submit Entries by Mail:

Texas General Land Office
Attn: Buck Cole / STH Essay Contest

PO Box 12873
Austin, TX 78711-2873

Electronically: 
essaycontest@glo.texas.gov

(PDF FORMAT ONLY}

4th Grade

• 400 - 500 Words
• Typed or handwritten in essay format
• Include original title
• Bibliography as separate page required

7th Grade

• 750 - 1,000 Words
• Typed ONLY, in essay format
• Include original title
• Bibliography as separate page required

 One grand prize winner from each grade level will receive a cash prize of $500, and a Texas flag that has flown 
over the Texas State Capitol. All finalists, five total for each grade, will receive a $100 prize, a Save Texas History 
backpack, a Texas flag that was raised over the northern-most point of the Republic of Texas in present-day 
Wyoming, a historic map reproduction, and a Certificate of Achievement signed by Commissioner Bush.

Prizes!

Sponsored by:

Bob Eskridge, Bob Eskridge & Associate, Just in Time Staffing, Chris Cantu of Edward
Jones Investments, Sons of the Republic of Texas, Moses Austin Chapter, and the
Downtown Rotary Club of Austin.



Entries must be received by December 6, 2019
Winner will be announced December 15, 2019


